 Organ specific autoimmune disease  First described by David Jones in 1957.  Name is derived from thickened basement membrane evident in light microscopy at later stages.
 Studies on Heymann rats confirmed the autoimmune nature of the disease but the ag in rats-Megalin is absent in humans.
 Significant spontaneous complete remission-5-30% and 20-40% partial remission at 5yrs.
 946 pts in Japan with IMN 96% had renal survival at 5yr (cr <3)  Prospective study of 100 patients who were not treated showed 65 % complete or partial remission at the end of 5 yrs Schieppati, A, Mosconi, L, Perna, A, et al, N Engl J Med 1993; 329:85 
